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P1354 xxxvii. 34. Former Pace, 


Wait on the LORD, and i 
his May. 


SE Cov rp not think of a mote 
Fe ſuitable Exhortation, with 
which = cloſe my 8 
amon worthy 
and — Friends than that 
which theſe Words contain. 
It is with great Satisfaction 
| and Pleafure thar I firmly 
4 * hope concerning many of 
you, wb: you * 4 entred on GOD's good Way ; 
and have been walking in it, and advancing in a 
religious Courſe, for ſeveral Years paſt. And it 
adds very much to this Satisfaction and Pleaſure, 


that I have ſome reaſon to hope that my weak En- 
deauours (under the Influences of the — 4 — 
we 


Oy; Pak e 3 
Eo LB — 


EOS > a | — 52 


Mm tt. _ 


we ene ſomewhat towards This. 1 
no ſolicitous that you. ſhould perſevere in 9 9 
LORD' Way, and that. . it to the 
{ _ End: That by a patient Continuance in N doing ou 
ma ſe 5 for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality; that 
may render unto you eternal Life. 1 1 
may inſtruct and aſſiſt you with ſuch a View as 
this, I have pitch'd upon the Words before you ; 


which conſiſt of two Parts, 


Mait on the, ro. rr 
9 1 and 1 
Keep His Way. | 


Tur Time will not permit meto inſiſt on both, 

a ed to the Importance of each Subject, and 
therefore I ſhall confine m my ſelf to the latter; from 
My we have this gd nſtrudtion, vix. ; 


* our araber Day * hep 60D: Way. 


IN ſpeaking to iT ſhall, * 


: I. Inquire into the Nature of this Duty. — 
[| II. Argue the Obligations We are under to it. 


| ut "i y the Subject; and condude the Dif: 
7 2 and together with that a W 
in this Place. 


* 


1. 1 am to 1 into the Nature of the Duty 
here recommended; in order to which it will be 


e to take Notice of 


The Object; KT We) 12 
The Act we are directed to in reference, 


* to it. | 
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the Way — the LORD. Now we Ar much of 

> ruvfild rf GOD in Scrigture. . 4 Wes 


The! Way of his Providence ; hatt Way, 
ky! . GOD takes in his Dealings with kis 
People. And da 
ber The Way of his Precepts ; or, that which ho 
-. + _ « direQts and enjoins them to take through 
. out the Courſe of their Lives. 4 


8. Taz Gra] is plainly deſi and i in ſuch Paſſages 
ao thifeg? As fr GOD his WAY is perfect (a. 
Lo, theſe are Parts of his WAYS (0). Tet je ſay 
the WAY of the LORD is not equal. Hear now, 
O Houſe of Iſrael, is not my WAN equal (c)? i. e. 
The Courſe I take in dal with the Children of 
Men; with the Righteous, and with Sinners 

No it becomes us to obſerve, and to take 
ſpecial notice of 'this Way of G0, as far as it 
may appear to us: And to behold with Reverence,: 
Adoration and Wonder, the glorious Perfections of 
the Divine Nature, as they are diſplay d in GOD's 
providential Conduct: But we cannot be ſaid ſo 
properly to keep this; and the other is intended in 
the. Text, viz. - 

S. Tu Way of his Precepts; or, that Way which 
he directs and enjoins them to take throughout the 
Courſe of their Lives. The Law of GOD is fre- 
quently call'd his Way in the ſacred Writings ; and 
therein we are directed to walk in the Law of mee 
LORD. Bleſſed are the Undefiled in the Way who. 
walk in the Law of the LORD (d). They alſo 6 
no wo Iniquity they walk in » is Ways ( 2 In this 


(a4 2 Sam. Xxii. 1. h 
25. ad Pſalm 2, 1. '® @ fer. 5 1G (6) *. xvii. 


ve 


I nb” | Ferre 


— 


iS we read of teaching the Way of GOD (a); of ex- '. 


undi () it; 7 deing Need (0) in- it, r. 

and. it is particular! ca the Bay of his Commanada 

> the Way lit Teſtewatiies 5 "of his Staputes, 
fo 
Now chis is calld A WAY; a it is 
Ta board Chriſtian's Cauſes and the Tra in which 


Good Men are ſaid bon and 
to wall before him, Cc. i. e. in a Courſe of Holi- 
| nels, and of Obedience to his Commands. They 
begin this Courſe at their Converſion, and purſue 


2 i thro the Remainder of thein Lives: As 4 Tra- 


aut Holineſs no Man hall. ſee the LON (ad). * | 


veller at firſt ſetting out turns inta tha Road, and 
| in it il de-Gvdth kia Jouene), Again, 
IIx is called a Hay, at it lead to Fraven. The 
GC Place the Traveller deſigns for lies at the End ef 
his Journey; and 2% Hay in which he goes loads 
him to it. It is his [ay thuber. Heaven is the 
Cliriſtian's Home, and the Place he is intendi 
for. At his Conterſion he ſet ou for Heaven, 
and he has ever ſince been making —— ö 
ward : And Holineſs, or Obedience 20: GOD 

Commandments is his Ma thicher. He cannot 

get to that bleſſed Place, "RG in this N. Mi 


wilt enter into Life, keep the Commundments (e). Bu 
by a continued Progreſs in this Mu, der is fure — 
arrive there at laſt; as he muſt come to the City, 
who keeps on in the Road that leads to it. Bleſſed 
are the pure in Heart, for they ſball fee GOD Y. 

BLESSED ave tbe Uudefiled in the Way who wall in 
* LORD (C). | Bleſſed are they !. becauſe 
ayen lies at the End of their gt ; and Ty 
muſt enter into it ere lng. 


"15 Mati. xxii. 16. (b). 45 xviii. 26. | (e. Ibid, F: 
(4) eb, xii. is. (+) Mot ir , NM. d. . 


cxix. 1. | 8 Bur 
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. Bur then as it is called A way; fo it is 
God's War. Wait on the Lok b, and kiep HIS ' 
W AT. It becomes the Chriltian's Way upon his 
taking to it, and walking in it: But it is GOD 
5 A 


= - \ . . 
* * 
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HE hat mark'd it out, and direſted and appointed us 
to take to it; and to keep in it. They are His Pre- 
cepts, H18 Commandments, y1s Statutes, 11s 
Law : And He does oblige us to obſerve and 
keep them, as ever we would hope for an Intereſt in 
his Favour, and an. Admiſſion into his heavenly _ 
Kingdom. (a) Thin haſt commanded us to keeps thy 
Precepts diligently. Again, _ 
Ir is Go v's Way in Oppoſition to the Way of the 
Wicked; and to all falſe Ways. There is the Way of 
the Wicked World, to which G o D's is oppoſed 
(b) Wherein in time paſs'd ye walked according to the 
Courſe of this World ; and what fort of a courſe that 
is, is deſcribed at large in the (c) following words. 
We read much of the Hay of the Wicked -— (d) Let 
the Wicked forſake his V which is like him- 
ſelf, an impure and a wicked Way—— (e) Hi 
Wicked Way. Each Sinner in particular has a wick- 
ed Way, that may be emphatically call'd his ; and 
that in Oppoſition to G O D's. Thus we read of 
the Way of Manaſſeh; and of the Way of Feroboam the 
Son of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. And, ) N 
have turned every one to his own Way, ſays the Pro- 
phet ; and it is a crooked and a perverſe Way. | 
THERE are alſo the Falſe Mays, the By Paths 
of Good Men themſelves, to which G O D's Way 
is oppoſed. Thoſe ways that they would zaturaly, 
and if left to themſelves, run into; yea, and which 
through the remainders of Corruption, they do ſome= 
times wander in, while they deviate from & O D's 


ks. i -, TY 


(a) Pſa. cxix. 4 (b) Eph. ii. 2. ſe) v. 3. 0 U lv. 7. 
nm. 


(e) Eteks viii. 22. (f) Ia. * 6; 
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Way Of theſe the Prophet ſpeaks in thoſe Words 
— (a) net doing thine dum Ways; nor finding thine 
own Pleaſure, This then of the Object recommended 
in the Text. . I am alſo to take notice of. 


F. Second. T u E Act we are 500 directed to, 
in reference to it: And that is to KEEP this 
May of the LOR D. Which may be underſtood, 


Either in a Teal gens 
Or in an Evangelical J Senſe 


5. To Keep GOD's Way in a Legal Senſe, is to 
yield that perfect, abſolute Obedience to his Law, 
which is anſwerable to the rigorous Demands of 
it. It demands an Obedience free from all Imper- 
fection and Failure; for (6b) it is written Curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are 
writtea in the Book of the Law to do them. According 
to the Tenour of the Covenant of Works, every 
Tranſgreſſion or Sin expoſed a Man to the Wrath of 
GOD, and the dreadful Curſe expreſs'd in the 
Sanction. Accordingly for one Sin Adam was dri- 
ven out of Paradiſe, and fell under the Curſe. 
That thus we cannot be ſaid to keep GOD'S 
Way: While Adam did it, he was in the ſtrict, 
legal Senſe a Righteous Mun. But zou, there ib 
none Righteous, in that Senſe, 70 not one. 

S. W = mult therefore take notice of the Evan- 
gelical Keeping GO D's ay. A Conſideration of 
which affords us abundant Relief and Comfort in 
our preſent Caſe: And this is, Our ſincere, filial O- 
bedience to the Will of our Heavenly Father. Our 
habitual and prevailing Regard, to and compliance with 
the Divine Lau; tho it be attended with ſome mixtures 

of Sin, and with many faulty Deficiencies. Such a keep- 
ing GO D's way as this denominates us Righ- 


(9) Ja, lviii. 13. (b) So. — 


teous 


* - 
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teous in the qualify;d Senſe of the Goſpel, and ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution of the Covenant of 
Grace. Indeed ſinleſs and perfect Obedience is 
required in the Goſpel, conſider d as a Rule of 
Life. This is ſtill due to GO D and demanded 
by him. Were it not ſo, our Failures and Detects 
would be no Sins; for where there is no Law, there 
is no Tranſereſſion. But then conſider'd as a Gracious 
Covenant it does not inſiſt on perfect Obedience, as 
a neceſſary Condition ot our Intereſt in the Divine 
Favour, and of our final Happineſs. It makes 
gracious Allowances for our lamented Miſcarriages, 
and for the Infirmities of our Natures; and aſ- 
{ures of the Pardon of all our Sins, upon Repentance, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. That He is ſaid to 
keep GO D's Way in this Evangelical Senſe, whoſe 
prevailing Deſign and Scope is to Obey GO, 
and to pleaſe him; and who ordinarily, and in the 
main, conforms himſelf to the divine Will and 
Law ; and bewails and mourns over his Deviations 
from G O D's Way, or thoſe Tranſgreſſions of 
his Law that he is, at any time, guilty of. And 
thus Good Men have been ſaid in Scripture, to 
keep G O D's Way, notwithſtanding their many 
ſinful Aberrations and Wandrings. Patient Job 
was ſometimes guilty of great , Impatience, and of 
many a Failure; and, one while, of a very unſuita- 
ble and indecent Behaviour and. Carriage towards 
GOD: And yet with reſpe& to his more ordi- 
nary Courſe and actings, he could with Truth ſay 
(a) My Fuct hath held his ſteps ; his way have 
1 kept, and not declined. There were many Blemiſhes 
in David's Lite; and he often went aſtray © But 
according to the preſent account of the matter he 
could ſay — - (b) 1 have kept the Way of the 
L ORD; and have not wickedly departed from my 
GOD : And elſewhere (c) I have kept his Precepts. 


(4) Job xxiii. 11. {(b) Pſal. xviii. 21. 2 
168. &c, =_ 1 (9) "pho 21. (e) Pſal, 111. | 


* 


2 


W 2 


"The Apoſtles of our Lord were chargeable with 


. : 
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many Weakneſſes, and with great want of Faith; 
and ſometimes, through the Violence of Temp- 
tation, with blacker Crimes; yet our Bleſſed Lord 
recommends them to his Father with this Teſtimony 
concerning them=————" (a) They have kept thy 
Word. It the Servants of G OD ſhould ſay they 
have no fin, they would deceive themſelves ; and the 
Truth would not be in them Vea in many things they 
do all offend : That it is only in a qualified, Goſpel 
Senſe, that what the Pſalmiſt aſſerts, is true of them; 
(F) They alſo do no Iniquity, they walk in his ways. 
Bur now this Evangelical Keeping GOD's way 
preſuppoſes and implies ſuch Things as follow 

1. Firſt, Ir preſuppoſes the refraining from, . or the 
turning out of, all other ways that are not GO Ds. 
We cannot walk in two contrary Ways at once : 
that if we are in GO D's Way, we muſt be out of 
the Devil's; and out of our own falſe Ways. If we 
would walk in his we muſt keep out of Theſe. 
That this poſitive Exhertation, includes ſuch a Dehor- 
tation as this in i. Jake no ſinful Courſe—— 
Turn into no By-paths —— And thus you 
find David declaring, (c) I have refrained my Feet | 
From every evil Way, that I might keep thy Word. 


And he diſcovers what Principle he ated from, and 


how he came ro be influenced to this, when he ſo 
often appeals to GO D that he (d) hated every falſe 


Nay. This muſt be underſtood, as before, with 


reſpe& to the more prevailing Diſpoſition and 
Temper of his Mind ; and the ordinary and com- 
mon Tenour of his Life and Actings. He who keeps 
GO D's Hay is not influenced by any corrupt 
Principles to a Cuſtom in ſinning. He will not be 
directed by a Carnal Policy, or by the Wiſdom 


(a) John. xvii. 6. (b) Pſa. cxix, 3. (e) Pſa. cxix. 101. 


e r 238; 1, > 
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that is from beneath into a finful Courſe, for the 
preventing apprehended Dangers, or for the procu- 
ring the Favour and Friendſhip of any. The Deri- 
ſion and Scorn of proud and contemptuous Sinners 
will not frighten him into forbidden Paths.“ The 
Proud have had me greatly in Derifion, ſays David, 
yet. have I not declined from thy Law. No inordinate 
Love to the World, and no ambitious Views ſhall 
harry him on a Violation of G O D's Law, in the 
eager Purſuit of its Honours or Applauſe. No vile 
Luſt is allow'd ſuch a Degree. of Strength and - 
Power as to be able to command him into a Courſe 
of ſinful Practice for its Gratification, and in Com- 
pliance with its Sollicitations and Cravings. In 
ſhort, whatever Lawful Ends he may have in view, 
and wiſh to accompliſh ; he'll make uſe of no in- 
direcc and unlawful Means for the obtaining them ; 
whatever Probability there may be of his ſucceeding 
in the uſe of em. If Sin has heretofore had Do- 
minion over him, and reigning Luſts have com- 
manded him into falſe ways ; having reyolted from 
the Dominion of theſe, he is now recovered out of 
thoſe crooked Paths. 
2. Secondly, KezeinG G O D's Way preſuppoſes 
entring into it; and our Return when in any particular 
inſtance we have deviated from it. | 
Ir preſuppoſes our entring into it. A Man cannot 
be truly {aid to keep the Way, till he be gotten into 
ir. And it is not enough for us that we keep out 
of the Way of the Wicked; except we engage in a 
8 of Holineſs, and ſet our ſelves to do GOD's 
Will. | 
Treks is a negative and an affirmative Part 
in every Commandment ; and we mult have à con- 
ſcientious Regard to both. A bare Abſtinence 


3 * * * — 


(a) Pſa. exix. 51. 
. b from 
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from Sin; without engaging. in poſitive: Duty will 


not ſuffice. We mult depart from Evil, AN D do 


Good. We muſt ſubdue Corruptions, and check 
the Motions of Sin, that we may not offend; and 
we mult alſo ſer our ſelves to pleaſe G O D by em- 


ploying our ſelves in poſitive Duties. The Religion 


of the Phariſee conſiſted in Negatives. I am not an 
Adulterer, an Extortioner, &c. The beſt Character 
of many, whom we are ready to applaud, is only 
that they are not vicious ; not that they are truly Re- 


- ligious and Pious. They abſtain from groſſer Enor- 


mities : But have they yet begun to acquaint them- 
ſelves with vital, inward Religion;' and to ſet them- 
ſelves to ſerve G OD in Spirit and in Truth? This 
they muſt do who comply with the Exhortation in 
the Text, They muſt enter on GOD's good Way, 
as well as retrain from thoſe other wicked ways. 'They 
malt begin to have a Reſpect to a! GO D's Com- 
mandments; and to each Commandment in its 
whole Extent and Latitude ; and to obey GO 
according to his Deſign in every one of theſe. 

And becauſe a good Man who has entred into 
GOD's Way may ſometimes deviate from it, 
through the Subtilty of the Devil, the Deceitful- 
nefs of his own Heart, and the Violence of a 
Temptation; the Keeping GO D's Way ſuppoſes in 
ſuch a Ciſe a Return into it. Other wiſe he keeps out 
of it. But when he finds himſelf wandring. and 
conſiders the Sin and Folly he is guilty of in fo 
doing, he recovers himſelf by Grace derived in 
Prayer, and by Repentance ; ſo as to be able to ſay 
with him,“ He reſtoreth my Soul; he leadeth me in the 
Paths of. Righteouſneſs for his Names ſake, 

3. Thirdly, KezeinG GOD's: May implies 
Perſeverance and Progreſs therein. That we purſue a 


„ 
** 


(a) Pſa. xxiii. 3. 


Courſe 
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Courſe of Obedience to the End; and continue 
Faithfal to the Death. That having entred on ſuch 
a Courſe, we do not deſiſt, till we come to the End 
of our Faith and of our Hope, even the Salvation of cur Souls. 

W = muſt take care that no Difficulties and Diſ- 
couragements we meet with in the Way do turn us 
out ot it. The Devil will be buſy to cauſe us to 
fall from our Stedfaſtneſs; but we muſt be on our 
guard, that this Adverſary get no ſuch Advantage 
over us; and that inſtead of being drawn aſide we 
improve and advance in our Way; according to 
that of the Apoſtle ; f Ne therefore, Beloved, ſeeing ye 
know theſe Things before, beware leſt ye alſo being led 
away with the error of the Wicked, fall from your own 
ſftedfaſineſs : But grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge. 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

DrrricurriEs we ſhall be ſure to meet with 
in the Way. Our own corrupt Hearts will be ſtarting 
ſome from time to time. Much oppoſition we are 
to expect from a wicked World : But ſeeking the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of G O D, and depending on his Strength, 
we are reſolutely to proceed and improve in our 
Religious Courſe in ſpite of all theſe. 

O ux pious Friends, and our faithful Miniſters, 
under whoſe Inſtruction and Care we were entred 
into G OD's Ways, may die away, or be remov'd 
from us. Thoſe by whoſe Inſpection and Help we 
were excited and quickned to begin well, and to 
hold on for ſome time, may through the Appoint- 
ments of Providence, be no longer of uſe to us; 
but then we muſt be careful that we continue and 
advance in the Way of the Lord, into which they 
were inſtrumental to dire& and lead us. If Tome of 
our Teachers are taken away from us, we muſt im- 
prove what other Helps GO D does gracioully | 


— a — 


— — 9 


(a) 2 Pet. iii. 17. 
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afford, and keep to the ſame perfect Rule, and 
look up to the ſame divine Guide that they al- 
ways directed us to; that we may act according 
to their parting Advice; and that which would 
be their laſt and dying Advice, had they Op- 
portunity to give it, — that we watt on the LORD, 
and keep his Way, and be not turned aſide ; Re- 
membring thoſe. awful Words of St. Peter 
(a) If after they have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, 
through the Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; they are again entangled therein and overcome, 
the latter end is worſe with them than the Beginning: 
For it had been better jor them nit to have known the 
Way of Righteouſneſs, than after they know it, to turn 
from the Holy Commandment delivered unto them : For 
it is happened unto them according to the true Proverb, 
The Dog is turned to his own Vomit again ; and the ſow 
that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire. 

T nus I have enquir'd into the Nature of this 
Duty ; and proceed. 

II. To argue the Obligations we are under to it; 
and ſo to make it appear that it is our incumbent 
Duty to keep GO D's Way. And becauſe this 
may be done in a few words, I ſhall not chooſe to 
enlarge on this part of the ſubject; But will argue 
the matter alittle from a Conſideration of 


The War it ſelf ; and that 
It is HIS Way: G OD's Way. 


F. Firſt, Fx o u the Conſideration of the Way 
it ſelf, that we are directed to keep. The Wa 
of Holineſs. The Way of Obedience to G O D's 
Commandments. Now 
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(a) 2. Pet. il, 20, 21, 22, 
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Tus is moſt Reaſonable Way; and | 
Ir will be infinitely Advantageous to them who 

. ©, "keep it. | Ti SHOT Bs 


Fon the former Conſideration there ariſes 
an. Obligation upon us to do this, as we are intel- 
lectual and reaſonable Beings : From the Other, as 
the Law. of Nature enjoins us to act from a Principle 
of ſelt- Love; and to conſult, and endeavour to 
ſecure, our beſt and trueſt Intereſts. 
$. IS a r then it is moſt Reaſonable Tay; and 

from that Conſideration there ariſes an Obligation 
upon us to keep it, as. we are intellectual and ra- 
tional Beings. GO D's Commands are every way 
ſuitable to ſuch a Nature as ours; in ſo much that 
if we were to mark out, and to chooſe a way for 
our ſelves, under the direction of right Reaſon, we 
ſhould .trake to ſuch an one as this which GOD 
has choſen for us. There is an intrinfick Excellenc 
in true Holineſs, and in thoſe Things which GO 
demands from us: That our Compliance with him 
in theſe, makes us appear in the real Nobility and 
Glory of our Natures, and ſerves to heighten and 
improve them. A chaſte, a ſober, a humble, a be- 
nificent Man is a truly noble Creature. But how 
much does He excel, who beſides theſe, maintains 
Communion and Correſpondence with Heaven; 
copies after the Example that is ſet him in the Life 
of Jeſus; is an Imitator of GOD; lives in the 
Exerciſe of Grace; enjoying ſome lively Proſpacts 
of the heayenly Glory; and preparing for and 
haſtning towards the Perfection of his Powers, and 
of his Felicity? If then we would act like our ſelves; 
and ſhery our ſelves Men, we ſhould enter on, and 
keep the Way that is ſo adapred and congruous to 
our reaſonable Nature. 

- $ Bes1pes, It will prove infinitely advantageons 
to them who keep it : And therefore we being oblig'd 
by the Law.of Nature og conſult and purſue * 
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beſt Intereſts, ought to do fo. The Statutes which 7 
command thee fer thy God (a) ſays GOD! ?: 

TERRE is, what I may call, a Natural Reward 
in a Courſe of Duty to GOD. The obedient 
Soul erjoys himſelf as others cannot do. He has 
the Approbation, and the Good-liking of his own 
Mind ; the beſt Ground in the World for Joy and 
Gladneſs of Heart; and he that is of a merry Heart 
hath à continual Feaft (b). He is free from that 
Diſquietude and Diſcord; and that frequent Di- 
ſtreſs and Anguiſh of Soul; that Corruption and 
Conſcience militating within, are wont to cauſe 
and foment. Theſe draw different Ways; and the 
latter condemns what the other Luſts after and 
purſues, and accuſes and judges the Man for ſuch 
Lullin $ and Purſuits. But when he keeps the Way 
of GOD, Conſcience ever approves of what he 
does ; and cannot forbear commending him for it ; 
from whence reſult the moſt delightful Serenity and 
Compoſure of Soul; yea, a joy that is unſpeakable. 
That thus in keeping GOD's Commandments there is 
a ſort of a Natural Reward. _ 

BESIDES which, GOD has ordained and promi- 
ſed a moſt glorious Recompence to ſuch; even the 
| Crown of Life ; the Iaheritance that is incorruptible 

and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. He has 
aſſured the Connection betwixt Holineſs, . and eyer- 
laſting Felicity and Glory. And many Bleſſings 
are promiſed to ſuch, which reſpe& the preſent 
| State of their Souls: And not a few of a temporal 
Nature too; for Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Life 
that-now is, as well as of that which is to come. And 
it ſeems to be with reſpect to theſe that the Pſalmiſt 
ſays (c), This I had becauſe I kept thy Precepts. But, 
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F. Second. I would argue this matter a little 
further from a Conſideration that it is HIS Way : 


(a) Deut. x. 13. () Prov. xv. 15. (e) Eſal. cxix. 36. 
a The 
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The Way that GOD has preſeribed- 15 us, "and 
— us to Walk in; Jen 2 


"47 


0 ux Righeful Sovereign; pl whom as fuch we 
ought ro obey. And 

Wor moſt — BenefaBtars 7 Point 

| of Gratitude we are obliged to comply with. 


5. H 1 is our Rightful Sovereign, and as ſuch our 
ready Obedience is his due. He has an abſolute 
and an uncontroulable Right to command us; for 
he made us; and nothing can be ſo much our own, 
as we are his upon this Claim. None can have 
ſuch a Dominion and Authority over us as he has. 
His Right to us is original, and without Deri- 
vation; it is abſolute, and without any Limita- 
tion; for He has made is, and not we ourſekves ; we 
are bis People (a). Upon this Acconnt he has an 
indubitable and an unalienable Propriety in us; 
from whence ſprings his Authority, and his Right 
to command and rule us as he pleaſes. Shall he 
net do what he will with his own? The ſame Word 
[Dominus] ſignifies both an Owner and à Lord. 
And as far as any one hath Property, ſo far he 
hath a Right to rule; and accordingly we find (C) 
the Kingdom and Dominion aſcribed to GOD; and 
at the ſame time his Right and Title to chem, in 
thoſe Words, Al are thine. Hi, Kingdom mn over 
all, becauſe all is his own. . 

AND as GOD has a ſoyereign Authapich over 
us, ſo in the preſent Caſe he has interpoſed his Au- 
thoriry. Beſides particular Precepts and Rules of 
Duty ; there are general Commands, or Significati- 
ons of the divine Will to oblige to all the reſt. 
Thou haſt commanded ws to keep thy Precepts diligently. 
It GOD nad only ſignified to us what Courſe 
would be beſt and propereſt-tor us to take ; it would 
have -been our Wiſdom to have purlixd what the 
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1 All- wiſe Being directed to. But: 60 D dom on not 
_ only direct and counſel, but he enjoins and com- 
mands; in ſo much that if we refuſe or neglect to 
keep his Way; we fly in the Face of his Authority; 
1 we practically renounce his. ſovereign. Majelty, and 
"Y} rebel againſt him. But, om 200. 
S. Wx are alſo to aden the Gee GOD as 
our molt gracious and bountiful Benefaftor, whom 
we are obliged in Point of Gratitude to comply 
with. He is ſo infinitely good to us, that this would 
u us under great Obligations to him, were it 
poſſible his Authority ſnhould be leſs than it is. I 
him ue live, and move, and have our Beings. He 
| granted-us Life and Favour at firſt; and his Viſitations 
il have ever ſince preſerved our? Spirits: To him we 
1 owe all the Good, natural and ſpiritual, that we 
Will | poſſeſs and enjoy. He has been our e Fl De- 
4 liverer in times of Danger, He has plentifully and 
wt | ſeaſonably ſupply'd us in all our wants. And many 
Ul | of us may ſay, He has blefſed us with all ſpiritual 
0 Bleſſings- in heavenly Things in Chriſt Jeſus. He has 
fo loved us-as to give his oaly begotten Som for us, that 
whoſoever believes on him ſhould aot periſb ; | but ſhould - 
have everlaſting Life. He invites us to himſelf, and 
allows us to draw nigh to him, and to converſe 
with him in his Ordinances. He encourages us 
with exceeding great and precious Promiſes; and aſſures 
a glorious Reward to them who keep his Way. And 
if we underſtood the Matter as we ought, we ſhould. 
look upon our ſelves infinitely indebted to him, for 
appointing ſuch a Way for us to walk in; with re- 
ſpect to: which he has not only conſulted his own 
Right; but the Intereſt and Advantage of every o- 
bedient Soul; that Way being as you have heard, 
ſo ſuitable to their reaſonable Natures; and mall 
=: rove ſo profitable and advantageous to them who. 
ul | walk in it. And what an Inſtance is it cf engaging 
Goodneſs, that he ſhould make ſuch gracious Al-- 


lowanoes for our many Deviations and Wangrings.: 
| an 


— 


9 go . 
— — — —_ 4, 
- 
— . noo + oo 5 2 ü—U—êẽ I — — — 
—U — — — — 
- — — > RY 


* 
— ies 
—— er we — 
2 _ 


— — n — 
A FaneWELL-SERMON: R 
and ſhew himſelf & _— dipoled to forgive them, 
upon our Repentance ? „ EPIC 71:20 
No ought: we not chearfully to comply with 
him who is ſo abundant in Goodneſs towards us? 
Who has done ſo much for us, promiſed ſo much 
more to us; and who at the ſame time that he is 
promoting his own Glory, conſults our advantage; 
and if we be not wanting to our ſelves, will ſecure 
a conſummate Felicity to our Souls? But its time 


I proceed, in the laſt Place, 


III. To the App lication of ad has denn * lied 
on. And here I would addreſs my ſelf to tu — 
of Perſons. rt, 


To ſuch as are yet out of 60D 8 Way e 5 
Who have not hitherto entred on a Courſe 
of Holineſs and of Obedience to his Com- 
mands. And then, | 


T o ſuch as are in the Way of the LOR D; 
whom I would exhort to ep it to the End. 


F. Firſt, To ſuch as are yet out of GOD's Way; 
and who have not hitherto enter'd on a Courſe of 
Holineſs, and of Obedience to his Commands. 

Ap muſt I make ſuch an uncomfortable Sup- 
poſition as this, at parting ; that any of you, my 
Friends, to whom I have ſo long ſpoken the Word 
of the LORD, are yer ſtrangers to real, vital 
Religion, and to the Power of Godlineſs ? This 
would be a ſad and melancholy Suppoſition indeed ! 
I cannot ſay this is the Caſe of any one of you in 
particular: Would ro GOD it may not be ſo! 
But yet as the World goes, there is too much Dan- 
ger that amongſt ſuch a Number of Perſons, this 
ſhould be the deplorable Caſe of ſome. It is as I 
ſaid, a very uncomfortable Suppolition : But I am 
0 ure I would not make i it with any unkind or uncha- 

ritable 
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ritable Deſign: But only that I may take Occaſion 
to do the beſt Service I am capable oſ to ſuch, if 
there be any ſuch amongſt us: And that I may offer 
the moſt, proper Inſtructions for their Conſideration, 
and for directing their Practice, when I am taking 
my Leave of them. | ales 

AND mutt I leave you out of the Way of GOD; 
after all my Concern and Endeavours to direct you 
into it? Has it been to no better Purpoſe, that I 
have ſo often recommended to you the good Ways 
of the LOR D? And fo fully proved your Obliga- 
tion to enter into it; and to en it? What! have 
fo many moving Conſiderations ; ſo many weighty 
Arguments, as have been drawn out of the ſacred 
Writings, and laid before you from time to time, 
had no abiding good Effect? Have you not yet re- 
duced to Practice any ot thoſe important Advices 
that have been brought you in the Name of the 
LORD? Knowing the Terrors of the LORD, 


| have attempted to perſwade you; but have all the 


Motives I could draw from thence ayail'd nothing; 
and with reſpect to you, been of no force? Have I 
not beſought you by the Mercies of GO D, and 
pray d you in Chriſt's ftead, and as thi” G O D did be- 
feech you by me; and are you ſtill but where you 
were ? Have I thus labour'd in vain, and ſpent my 
Sr2netb fer noug ht, as to you? This is ſad : This is 
worle than uzprofitable both to you and me. And fhall 
I hope that atter ſo much Time has been loſt ; and 
ſo many Sermons been as Hater ſpilt on the Ground, 
that I ſhall prevail with you in the laſt Minutes that 
Fam thus to miniſter to you? I will not deſpair 
while I can turn my ſelf to GOD, and ſay; Abba 
Father, all things are poſſible to Thee. Whenthou by thy 
Spirit waſt pleas'd to co-operate with the Miniſtrations of 
thy Servant of old, ſome thouſaads were converted by one 
Diſcourſe ; and thine Arm is nit fhortned ; thy Power no 
whit leſs. Thou haſt ſtill as free an Acceſs to Minds ; 
and canſt make as fucceſsfall Impreſſions on them, as 427 | 
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didft then. Can theſe dry Bones live? LORD thau know- 
eft they.can ; if thou wilt ſpeak the Mord, and ſay unto 
them, Live. It the good Spirit of G O D will power= 
fully work, a few Words ol Inſtruction may be more 
ettectual than many, very many, Sermons have been 
heretofore. 5 | 11 4 
Ap till it is diſcouraging to reflect, that former 
Di ſcour ſes may poſſibly have made ſome Convictions 
in your Minus; and put you upon forming tome 
good Deſigns and Purpoſes. You may be able to re- 
member how you were affected under ſuch a Subject; 
and what were the Workings of your Souls, when 
ſuch a Text was diſcours'd of. Were you not then 
almoſt per ſwaded to be Chriſtians ; and fully convinc d 
that it was beſt to be found in GO D's Way? And 
did you not begin well? Perhaps you ſet your ſelves 
to more folemn Prayer, and to more ſerious 
Thoughtfulneſs for ſome time. But alas! alas! 
your Goodneſs was as the Morning Cloud ; and as the ear- 
ty Dew it paſs'd away. You ſoon left the Hay of tbe 
LORD, and kept it not. This, I 'mult own; 
This, you your ſelves muſt acknowledge to be very 
diſcouraging. But your Repentance may be true 
after all this; and true Repentance is never too late. 
GOV, for the ſake of his Son, will accept you now, 
if you'll turn into his Way: And his blefled Spirit 
will yet aſſiſt and help you, if you cry mightily unto 
him. And therefore I am, notwithſtanding, encou- 
raged to leave the following Direttions with you. 
1. Firſt, Be inquifitive after GO D's Way; 
and acquaint your ſelves with it. You have had 
ſome general Account of it. It is the Way of 
Holineſs. It is the Way of Obedience And 
in order to your more particular Information a- 
bout it, you muſt look over the Injunctions of 
the divine Law. You muſt acquaint your ſelves 
with every Command of GO D, and diligently in- 
ſpect the whole Revelation of his Will ; that you 
may know the Way in which he would have you to 
NY | 80, 
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go, and the Thing that he would have you tô do- 
And you ſhould intorm your ſelves, with a, ſincere 
Deſign ro obey: // mie It-2053 a5 
On prize, as you ought, the ſacred Treaſure of 
the divine Oracles, and ſtudy them from Time to 
Jime with ſuch a view as this. And when you ob- 
ſerve any Intimation or Expreſſion» of GO D's 
Will, that you had not taken ſuch Notice of before, 
lay your Finger upon that. And impreſs your 
ſelves with this Thought, “ This is a Part of the 
« Way of GOD that I am to keep.” Wl 

2. Secondly, FREQUENTLY commune and expoſtulat 
with your own Hearts, about the Equity and Reaſoaable- 
xeſs of your being found in GO D's Way. | 
Wu you have acquainted your ſelves with it; 
and obſerv'd how GOD interpoſes his Authority 
to oblige you to it, ſay, © How equitable, how rea- 
& {onable a Thing is it that I ſhould obey him who 
* mademe? That I ſhould ſerve him whoſe I am? 
&« And be in Subjection to his Will, who has an ab- 
ce ſolute, and uncontroulable Right to me? Nor 
* did he only male me at firſt, but he continually 
© preſerves me in the Being which I derived from 
* him. I live in a conſtant Dependance on him; 
e that without him I could do nothing: How in- 
4 decent and unbecoming a Thing is it for me to 
ce ſay (tho it be in the Language of Practice only) 
« He ſhall not rule over me: He ſhall not preſcribe 
ic to me!] I am mine own, and who is Bord over me ! 
< . Beſides, if I have any good Hopes concerning my 
& ſelt, and with reſpect to a future State, I mult 
* look upon my ſelf as one of the LOR D's Re- 
© deemed Ones, whom he hath bought with a Price; 
© and whom therefore I am obliged to glorify with 
« my Body and my Spirit, which are his, by that ſuper- 
% added Right. Further, he is infinitely wiſe, as 
© well as Sovereign Lord; and the Way he has pitch'd- 
© upon for me to walk in, is the Contrivance of Di- 
vine Wiſdom; and what is moſt proper for him to 
\O*. & enjoin, 


** Pa” "CS wt 


AF REWELLYSERMON: 21 


* 
* 
* _—— — 4 


— — — r 
enjoin, 4nd moſt ſuitable to a reaſonable Creature: 


And does it not become ſuch an ons to conform 


it ſelf to the Dictates of infinite Wiſdom ?” © . 
3. Thirdly, Sex 10USLY confider what will be 
the mighty Conſequences of your entring on EOD Way, 
and keeping it, on the oue Hand: And of your not doing 
ſo, on the other... {Fin 


In the former Caſe you'll cauſe Joy in Heaben In 


the Breaſts of GOD and the Redeemer ; and a- 
mongſt the Holy Angels. Such an Effect will it 
have in Heaven. And, on Earth, you may be in- 
ſtrumental by your Example, and by your Inſtru- 
ctions in turning others out of the Paths of the De- 
ſtroyer ; and in leading them into the Way of 
GOD. As to your ſelves, you are aſſured, from 


the Truth and Faithfulneſs of GO, of great and 


ſignal Advantages accruing to you from hence. Of 
{ome Temporal Ones; as you may obſerve from the 


Words following the Text; and which are defign'd.. 
to enforce the Exhortationthere. Of Spiritual Ones; 


for (a) the Way of the LORD is Strength to the 
Upright. And of Eternal Ones; for this Way, as you 
have heard, ends in Heaven, and in ere Joys. 
And the LORD grant that you and I may walk 
in it, that ſo, we may meet in Heaven'e'er long; 
and be forever together there! CR gp” © 
Bur conſider, on the other Hand, what will be 
the diretul Conſequences of your keeping out of 
G OD's Way. Beſides, the Provocations and At- 
fronts that you offer to GO D; the Contempt that 
you caſt on the Redeemer and his Blood; the deſpite 


that you do to the Spirit of Grace, and your grieving 


him: Beſides the unſpeakable Damage that your 
Example may cauſe to the Souls of others; and the 
Sorrow and Diſtreſs you are like to occaſion to your 
pious Relations and Friends: The temporal Evils 
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that; you may provoke GOD to i on” you; ; 
and Abt will be the preſent declining, languiſhing 
State of your Souls; In all which 5 ou will 
be filed with your own ah,: Beſides all thele; con- 
ſider what will be your Doom for Eternit). and what 
will become of you, when GO D ſhall condemn 
your Souls. Remember, oh! remember everlaſt- 
ing Burning: And that the Ways of Sin will cer- 
tainly lead into them. And (a) who. among 1s ſhall 
dwell with the devouring Fire? Who amongſt us ſhall 
dwell with everlaſting Burnings! Who of, us al be an 
eternal 02 to the Worm that never dies ? And be 


doom' d to be the miſerable Aſſociates of Devils and 


damned Spirits; and that through endleſs Ages? 
Some of this Scciety — I hope many, (oh, that it 
were all of us!) through Grace are ſet out for Hea- 
ven, and will reach it ere long. But are there o- 
chers in this Aſſembly that muſt be parted from 
them for ever; and to whom the Judge of the World 
will fay, Depart ze Curſed; when he ſhall ſay to 
them, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, &c,? Oh: 722. 
your religious Regard to the Counſels chat are 


now given you, may Prevent your ſuffering by the 


dreadtul-Doom ? 

4. Fourthly, Tvay out of every falſe Way; ery 
May that is contrary to GO D's, in which you have 
bitherto gone. 

REVIEW. your paſt Courſe; examine your 
Ways and your Doings, and obſerve how evil they 
have been; and 71 ro do evil. Reſolve that wit 
GO Des help, you'll go no further in theſe Ways, 
which, if perſiſted in, will lead down to Death. 7 
ticularly, let me warn you againſt. 2 entrin, 
the Path of the Wicked, aud going into the Mayo evil 
Men: Oh ! avoid it; paſe. uot by it: Turn ſrum it, and 
puſs away. It is  neceflary you ſhould break off all 
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choſen, familiar Converſation with ſuch, if you 
would keep GO D's Way... We may learn this from 
David; (a) Depart from me, ye Evik-doers, ſays he, 
for I will keep the Commandments of my GO D. And he 
elſewhere tells us, (6) I have not fat with vain Per- 
ſons ; neither will Igo in with Diſſemblers. It will be 
next to impoſſible to maintain a Familiarity with 
ſuch, and to eſcape the Contagion of their Example: 
Example has a ſtrange Inſinuation and Force. We 
fee it continually, tho? too great a Part of the Touth 
of the preſent Day care not to apprehend it, nor 
to lay it to Heart. But the wiſe Man knew there 
was a mighty Reaſon couch'd in thoſe Words, by 
which he would perſwade from aſſociating with ill 
Men (c) — Jt thou learn hit Ways, and get a ſuare 
to thy Soul, . ov "tl 
SUcH are wont to flout, and ſneer, and ſcoff 
at the good Ways of GO D; and at thoſe who walk 
in them; and a Man will need a great deal of Reſo- 
lution and Courage to bear up againſt rheſe ; ſuch - 
a Degree, as it is to be fear d, he wants who has not 
Reſolution and Courage enough to break off from 
the Company of ſuch Men. I pity; from my Soul, 
I pity the inconſiderate Youth of this Day, that 
will aſſociate themſelves with thoſe cruel Compani- 
ons who have been ſucceſsful in ſtifling their Con- 
victions; in diverting them from the moſt ſerious 


Co tt Afi cnt * 


and important Concerns; and in flouting or laugh- 


ing them out of thoſe promiſing Eſſays which once 
they made. I have known too many of theſe poor 
deluded Souls; with reſpect to ſome of whom there 
now remains room for little more than to pray, The 
LORD have Mercy on them g 

5. Fifthly, RE SsOLVE for GOD; and enter on 
bis Way with ſpeed. $279 

Wurx you have duly conſidered the Matters 
mentioned before come to an explicit Reſolution, that 
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(a) Pſal: cxix. 1 15. (5) Paal. Xxvi, 4. (e) Prov. III. 25. 
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in G OD's Strength you will walk with him in a 
Courſe of Obedience. This David did — (a) 1 
will keep the Commandments of my 60 D. And he 
had () ſworn that he would keep GO D's Righteous 
Judgments. Such Reſolution will be of great Uſe 
to fix the Mind, and to eſtabliſh the Heart, when 

an After-regard is had to it, and the Help of Gop 
is implored, and vouchſafed, for the making it good. 
And then begin with GOD ; ſetting your ſelves to 
obey him in every Command. And be encouraged 
to do this, while you look to Feſus to recommend 
your Perſons and Services to Gow's Acceptance, by 
Virtue of his own Sacrifice and Interceſſion. Draw 
nigh to Gos at all Times in ſuch a Dependance. 
and in his Name. But ſome more particular Di- 
rections that might be proper here, I have * elſe- 
where enlarged on: And therefore ſhall inſiſt no 
farther on this Head than to obſerve, that you muſt 
put this Reſolution in Practice, and enter on Go pꝰs 
May without Delay. (c) I made haſte, and I delayed 
nuot to keep thy Commandments, ſays David. There is 
nothing that we can ſet about, that is of like Im- 
portance to us With this: And therefore Work of- 
* This Nature ought not to be poſtpon'd to any thing 
elſe. (d) Seek firſe the Kingdom of GOD and his 
Righteouſneſs. Delays can be in nothing ſo dange- 
rous, as in a Matter of ſuch Conſequence as this. 
(e) What is your Life ? It is even a Vapour that ap- 
pearcth for a little Time, and then vaniſbeth away. We 
know not what a Day may bring forth. If we neglect 
the preſent Opportunity, there is great Danger 
whether we ſhall have another. | | 
6, Sixthly and Laſtly. IHA vB already hinted it, 
but I would mention it more particularly. Take 
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(a) Pſal. cxix. 115. (6) Ib. v. 106, * Vid. Short and 
Plaiz Account. of the Method a Sinner ought to take, &c. 
e) Pſal. cxix, 60, (d) Matt. vi. 33. (e) James iv. 14. 
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Strength, when you are defigning to comply with ſuch In- 
„ Wang OS TT I REIT 
(a) Hr that truſteth in his own Heart is a Fol. 

(b) In the LORD we have Streagth: And to him 

we mult berake our ſelves for ir, who has promiſed 

to give (c) his Holy Spirit to them who ask him. We 
mult beg of Gop to teach us his Way. David 
himſelf (aw Reaſon to do ſo. (d) Teach me thy Way, 

O LORD, and lead me in a plain Path: And wo 

are encouraged to make the Requeſt ; for (e) the 

Meek he will teach his Way. We ſhall need a great 

deal of Underſtarding, that we may keep GO D's 

Law : And accordingly, we muſt pray for it as the 

ſame holy Man did — (f) Give me Underſtanding, 

and I ſhall keep thy Lau; yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my 
whole Heart. And for our Encouragement in this, 
we are aſſured that (g) if any Man lack Wiſdom, 
aud ask it of G O D, he will give liberally ; and will not 
upbraid. We need Wiſdom, ſpiritual Underſtand- ' 
ing, to avoid the Snares that are laid for us; 
and to encounter the Enemies that will be buſy 
to oppoſe us. But I muſt conclude mine Ad- 


vice to the former ſort of Perſons I propoſed to ad- 
dreſs my ſelf ro. Iam now. | | 


F Second. To cloſe with a Word of Exhortation 
to ſuch as are in the Way of the LORD. 
I noe this is the happy Caſe of many amongſt 
you. I think I have the beſt Grounds for fuch 
Hopes: And I deſire to bleſs GO D, and to re- 
joice in it: And more eſpecially, in their behalf 
who have received the · beſt Advantages from any 
Miniſtrations of mine ; the Spirit of GOD rend- 
ring them (how mean ſoever in themſelves). effec- 
tual to the moſt excellent Purpoſes towards ſuch. 


* 


(a) Prov. xxviil. 26. (b) Iſa. xlv. 24, (e) Luke ii. 13. 
(d) Pſal. xxvii. 11. (e) Pſal. XXV. 9. (f) — cxix. 34. 
(s) james 1. g20 0 nt! 6 US 
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Concerning you, my Brethren, I have been ready 
to ſay— (a) What is our Hope, or Joy, or Crown 
of Rejoyeing ? Are not even you in the Preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming? For ye are cur Glory 
aud Foy. | TPP 


I dovsrT not but you'll kindly receive the Nord 


of Exhortation which I would leave with you, upon 
the preſent Occaſion ; and it is this, that ds you have 
enter d on the Way of the LORD, ſo you would be 
careful to keep it. This is the General Exhortatioa ; 
and the particular Directions are as follow. 4 
1. Firſt, BR ſenfible of the Greatneſs of your Privi- 
lege; and bleſs. GOD who has given you Counſel, 
and directed you into his Way.  - f 
You had never begun ſo well; nor advanced ſo 
far, had not GOD inſtructed and help'd you. And 


how. much are you indebted to him, to his Grace - 


and Love, for ſuch Inſtructiuns and Help? By di- 
recting you thus, he has done infinitely more ſor 
you, than if he had conferr'd on you the greateſt 
worldly Advantages that Mortals can poſſeſs and en- 
joy. (%) Tie Law of GOD's Mouth is better than 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver. And Souls who love 
his Commandments above Gold, yea above fine Gold, 
will eſteem it an immenſely greater Privilege to 
have been taught the Way of GO D's Command- 
ments, than to have been put in poſſeſſion of the 
richeſt and greateſt Things the World can afford. 
Spiritual( Bleflings are- the beſt ; becauſe they are 
the Pledges and Prelibations of eternal ones. Such 
a Senſe you ſhould endeavour to have of the Good- 
neſs of GO to you in this Inſtance : For your 
minds being impreſs'd with juſt apprehenſions about 
it, you will be more duly concern'd to keep GOD's 
ay; and ſo the leſs in danger of being turned out 
of it: As well as the better diſpoſed zo bleſs GOD 
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on that Account. I ui bleſi the LOR D becanſe he 
hath given me Counſel, ſays the Pſalmiſt. (c And you 
find him oſten aſcribing Thankſgivings and Praiſes 
to G0 D for this. (4) 0 G QD, ſays he, Thou 
baſt taught me from my. Touth.” And, I have (c) not 
departed from th Judgments; fir tho haſt taught me. 
. Secondly, Bu mindful of the Danger jou are in 
of being turaed wt if GO D's Way ; and be on your 
„ N 3 
REMUrH EBER your own Hearts are deceitful, and 
muſt not be truſted. They will ſoon be turned a- 
fide, if you' keep them not with Diligence. The Devil 
is a ſubtle, and an induſtrious Enemy, Who is 
watching for all Opportunities to turn you out of 
the Way; that he may draw you into his Snare, 
and if poſſible, into the Condemnation of the Devil, 
The World abounds with Temptations which de- 
ceive unwary Souls; and have prevailed with ma- 
ny to draw back, who ſeem'd to have begun well, 
We have need to watch and pray that we enter 7d 
into Temptation. And every Chriſtian may be ap- 
prehenſive of. ſome particular Danger to himſelf, 
which he ought in a more ſpecial Manner to guard 
againſt, Let me entreat you, never to venture into 
thoſe Places or into that Company, from which,yau 
have been ſenſible of ſome more ſpecial Danger 
heretofore ; and into which you have no orefent 
Call. Make not free with any Thing that has 
proved the unhappy Occaſion of your wandring 
out of GO D's Way in Times palt. But yet, 
3. Thirdly, WhzNneveR thro' a finful Neglect of 
your Watch, you.deviate and go aſtray ; Return,as. faſt 
as you can into the right Way. 2 1 
AL As for us! how apt are we to wander from 
G OD and our Duty; and to turn into forbidden 
Paths! What corrupt Principles have we within 
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us!- And how ſtrong and powerful are the Remain- 
ders cf Sin in the Beſt ! "And how often do thele 
exert themſelves, and give us a wrong Biaſs! One 


fooliſh ard ſiniul Luſt, or another, hurries us into 4 
Violaticn of GODS Law; and gives us reaſon 
to complain as he did, (a) [have gone aſtray like a ht 
Sheep. But then we ſhould bethink our ſelves, 
where we are, and.what we habe done: That we 
have forſaken the right Way; and are now going 
off from GOD and our Duty; and therefore 

, ſhould cry. mightily to him---ſeek thy Servant---- Re- 
fore my Soul And preſently ſet about a Return by 
Repentance, otherwiſe we ſhall, be running into a 
greater Diſtance from GO D; and then where 
we ſhall ſtop, he only knows, Defer not your Re- 
pentance for a Day: Yea, one would wiſh it might 
not be for a Moment. Immediately return-into 
the Way that you had left; and let your Wandrings 
make, you concern d to keep the more ſteadily on 
tor the turure.. ts Wnt A 
4. Fourthly, FREUEN TI yr, renew. your Reſolu- 
tions to purſue GO D's Hy. 1 
ITuis was David's Cuſtom. (b) I have ſwornus _ 

There was a former Reſolution ; which he renews, 

Aud I will perform it, that I wil! keep thy Righteous 
Fame And preſently after, (c) 7 will keep the 
Commandments of my GO D. We are apt to for- 
get what was long {ince done, or at leaſt to loole _ 
the Hvely Senſe of it; and therefore we ſhould en- 
deavour to revive that Senſe by renewing our Reſolu+ 

tion. Which is a very proper Means to make us 
keep on. We ſhould recolle& and review the Grounds 
upon which we fft reſolved; and obſerye that there 
is as much Strength as ever in the Arguments that 
prevail'd with us to do it. And, as at firſt, ſoever 
after we ſhould make our Reſolutions in a Depery 
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dance on GO Des Strength; and with earneſt 
Supplicatiohs to him for needful heir. 
J. Fifthly, EN DRAvOUR After a greater Profici 
ency and Improvement in ihbe Hay of GOD: For 
while you do. this, you wall be ſure to keep his May. 
Wx ſhould not think it enough that we have got 
into it; nor deſign barely to keep on in it. But being 
Planted in the Houſe of the L OR D we ſhould fouri h 
in the Courts of our GO Do Let us labour that our 
(a) Path may be at the Morning Light ; which ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect Day: And that we may 
() grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour. Feſus Chriſt. We ſhould (c) build up our ſelues 
in our moſt holy Faith; and ſtrive to (d) be filed with 
all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which may, by Chriſt Je- 
Jus, be to the Praiſe and Glory of GOD the Father 4 
That thereupon we may have ſtrong Conſolation, 
having our Souls repleniſh'd with the Peace of GOD 
which paſſeth all Uuderſtanding. (e) Count net your 
ſelves to have apprehended ; but forgetting thiſe Things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe which 
are before, preſs toward the Mark for the Prize of the 
High-Calling of G O D in Chriſt Jeſus. And (F) giv- 
ing all Diligence, add to your Faith Vertue ; and to Ver- 
tue, Knowledge ; and to Knouledge, Temperance ; and 
to Temperance, Patience; and to Patieffte, Godlineſs ; 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to Brotherly 
Kindneſs, Charity. As we paſs on in Gop's H/ay; we 
are drawing nearer to the end of our Journey, to 
the end of our Faith and Hope; even to the Sal uatim 
of our Souls : And the nearer we are to Heaven ; we. 
ſhould be the more prepared for it; the more meet 
to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light : 
And greater degrees of a heavenly Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Soul ſhould prevail within us. 
+ Now, that we may thus improve and advance 
in the Way of GOD, we muſt carefully uſe all the 


(„h Prov. iv. 18. (5) 2 Pet. iii. 18. (e) Jude xx. 
(d) Phil 1. 11. (e Phil. iii. 133 Ce. a (f } 2 Pet, i. 6, 7. 
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proper Means. We muſt attend to D es 
and to the Miniſtration of the Word; (a) not forſaking 
the aſſembling our ſelves together, as the Manner of ſome 
#s. We mult ſeek the continual Aids and Aſſiſtance 
of the divine Spirit in believing Prayer. And let me 
particularly remind you, my Brethren, that that 
Ordinance of the Lord - Supper is defign'd by Gop 
as a Means of our Improvement and Growth in 
Grace; and therefore thoſe of you who cannot ſa- 
- tisiy your ſelves to omit reading the Scriptures, or 
to negle& the Duties of your Cloſets, and the o- 
ther Services of Gop's Houſe, ſhould not allow 
your ſelves to live in the neglect of this Ordinance. 


And if Fil be faithful ro you, I mult tell you, that 


the Pretences and Excuſes you generally make for 


this Omiſſion, are not ſufficient to juſtify it: And 
that, notwithſtanding theſe, you ought to obey 
your Lord and Maſter in that very expreſs and 
particular Command of his —— () This do in Re- 


membrance of me. Which Words make it appear 


that you are not only permitted to attend this Solem- 
nity ; but obliged to do ſo, if you love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are deſirous to remember him. 
And this may remind them of their Fault, who 
having ſometimes waited on Gop in this Ordi- 
nance, - do frequently withdraw themſelves when 
the Seaſons for celebrating it do return : Whereas 
we ought to be wiſhing und longing for them ; ex- 
petting and hoping that by thus waitiag on the 
EO RD, we may renew our Strength, and advance 
and improve in his Way. | | 
6. Sixtlily ard Laſtly. Havs a ſtrict and con- 
ſtant Regard to GO D, and to the Redeemer, as ever 
you would hope to keep his May. | 
Bs mindful of the Preſence of G op with you; 
and that his Eye, which is as a Flame of Fire, is on 
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all your Ways, (a) I haye ſa 


LORD alnays 


- * 


before me, ſays David: i. e. He conceived of Gon 


as ever preſent with him () I have kept'thy 


Precepts aud thy Teſtimonies, ſays he, for al my Ways 


are bef.re thee. God takes notice and ↄbſerves what 
Way we take, and how we walk. (c) His Eyes are 


upon the Ways of Man, and be Jeeth all his Goings. That 


whole of our preſent Behaviour and Conduct. The 
due Care in our Walk. _ 

WII ſhould alſo have a firi& and conſtant Re- 
gard to pur Blefſed Redeemer : Eying his Example, 
and copying after it; walking as he alſo walked, and 
pleaſed GOD. He always kept the Way of the 
LoxD; and ever did the Things that pleaſed him. 
(d) Hiſt ye not that 1 muſt be about my Father s Buff 
neſs ; ſays he: And (e) My Meat is to do the Mill of 


He who is to judge us at laſt, is à Witneſs to the 


Conſideration of which ſhould influence us to 3 


him that ſent me, and to faniſh, bis Work. Let us then 


acquaint our ſelves with, and ſtudy the Example-of. 


Chriſt, and learn of him; and then we ſhall be ſure 


to keep the LO R D's Way. | | 


- Tavs, my. worthy Friends, I finiſh my Work in 


this Place; and with ſuch Advices as theſe I cloſe: 


my Labours amongſt you, By the good Hand of my» 


GOD upon me, I have now miniſtred to you in tb 
Lecture between 17 and 18 Years, The Encourage» 
ment I have had in it has been very conſiderable; 
and demands my grateful Acknowledgments to Gon 


and to you. It was a great Support and Satisfacti- 


on to me, when I firſt entred on the ſacred Miniſtry, 


that you did not deſpiſe my Huth; and that my En- 


deavours amongſt you were acceptable; and, through ' 
a divine Blefling, attended with known Succels, * 


Tho” ] ſhould: think that I began: too early, had not 


Providence ſeem'd to call me forth. Your con» 


kf a) Pſal. xvi. 8 (b) — cxix. 168. de) Job xxxiv- 2. 


(4) Luke ii. 49. (e John ir, 34. timied | 
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und has ſerwed to tounterballahces ſome Dit 


5 5 FPeecases, and. tb bear- ap undet%Diſcouragghtiens 
1 5 that 17 have" ſometimes thought Would I 


baue proved. 700 hard-for ne. Theſe Things have. 
render d this Part bf Service very pleaſing and as. 


+ lightfuland-have made che moese end) coniply >, 


wich pour Fepartied Requeſtsxocominy@inir.” Upon 


e AG Accounts; 1 cannot put thinkyhary wir this. 
Lecture, a. great ti Part of. my. Miniſterial: Work.13* 
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